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treaties with Russia, Saxony, Bavaria, Hesse, £c. It
soon appeared what the meaning of it all was. Austria
would support England cordially on one condition, namely,
that she should join with her in attacking Prussia. Now,
though George 11. hated his nephew, and dreaded him
almost as much as he dreaded France, he was not pre-
pared to go so far as that; and even if he had been, he
knew very well that the nation would never consent to
Dissolution suc^ a war- ^s> nowever> Austria's deter-
of her alii- mination on this point was final, negotiations
Austria,' were broken off, and thus ended an alliance
June 1755. on which for three-quarters of a century the
balance of power had been supposed to rest. Yet in this
breakdown of the old system neither George nor his
Helpless ministers were capable of devising a fresh one ;
character of they went mechanically on with the measures
foreign that Austria had recommended. A treaty
policy. with Hesse had already been signed ; another
was being negotiated with Russia, in virtue of which the
Czarina was to furnish 55,000 troops for the defence
of Hanover, and receive in return 5oo,ooo/. a year.
The helpless hand-to-mouth character of the English
foreign policy is conspicuously displayed by this Russian
treaty. The rock on which the Austrian alliance had
been wrecked was Prussia, and it was against this very
Prussia that the Czarina's troops were destined to act.
The treaty was signed on September 30, and the year
was hardly out before it became worse than superfluous.
Frederick the Great heard of it and took the alarm. He
had for some time been aware, as will presently be
shown, that Austria, Russia, and perhaps Saxony, were
leagued together for the purpose of partitioning his
dominions on the first opportunity, and he foresaw the
possibility of the English subsidy setting the combina-
tion in motion. He therefore determined to draw closer

